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Article 1:          Bus Rapid Transit on Telegraph Avenue             by Dean Metzger

CENA will hold its annual General Membership meeting on Monday, June 4, 2007. On our agenda will be Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) on Telegraph Avenue, which is AC Transit’s proposal for increasing bus service on its most traveled line between San Leandro and downtown Berkeley.  This has been in the works for many years and earlier proposals were for Telegraph Ave. to become two dedicated traffic lanes for AC Transit buses which would only leave a single lane in each direction for automobile traffic. The proposals also restricted left turns off Telegraph, and turned Telegraph north of Dwight Way into a transit mall with no automobile access, forcing autos onto College and surrounding streets.


 The goal is to encourage people to leave their cars at home and ride the bus to UC and downtown Berkeley which would be a great benefit, if it were successful. AC Transit was supposed to release its EIR (Environmental Impact Report) in March, 2007, but so far it has not been made available for public review and comment. There are many citizens who are in favor of BRT, but there is also some doubt whether BRT is an effective way to reduce automobile traffic, given the impact on a major arterial.  It remains to be seen whether neighborhoods and merchants along Telegraph Ave. support or oppose BRT.  


CENA needs to assess what BRT will mean for our neighborhood.  Until the EIR is released and the resulting traffic diversions are revealed, it is hard to say.  It seems obvious that it will it mean more traffic on College and Ashby Avenues and the Belrose-Derby corridor; small streets which are already overloaded.  If the EIR does not address worsening traffic on our neighborhood streets, we will have to decide whether to support or oppose it.

Article 2:

             Garber Path Restoration   by Jennifer Nice

Garber Path, on Garber Street just above Emerson School, is a distinctive pathway in Berkeley, with two paths bordered by large plots of land and steps where many people walk daily.  The purpose of the Garber Path Restoration project is to refurbish the path for present and future generations.  Repairing the cement steps and creating a pathway on the land portion will vastly improve accessibility for all walkers, bikers and people with strollers.  After decades of neglect, a new planned landscape of firescape and drought resistant plants is central to the plan. 


After two years of work, a neighborhood volunteer group has secured community support. The City of Berkeley will repair the existing irrigation system ($3,000), Planning Department will give a permit for the step repair ($225), and the UC Botanical Garden will assist in landscaping.  Bids for plants and cement repair are still outstanding.


Our stated goal is to maintain the historical integrity of the pathway and create an inviting public space.  Please join your neighbors in finishing this project by making a donation of any amount.  CENA will be our sponsor and will accept all financial donations. Please make checks payable to CENA and send to P. O. Box 5108, Berkeley CA 94705.  Write “Garber Path Project” on your check. Volunteers for preparation, planting and maintenance are also needed. Contact jennifernice@gmail.com.
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Article 3:  UCB Underhill Parking Facility

        That hole in the ground at College Avenue between Channing Way and Haste is nearly filled. This means the new UCB parking garage with the playing field on top will open soon, most likely by the beginning of the fall term.  What does this mean for the CENA neighborhood?  The asset is that about 1,000 new parking spaces will be available to UCB’s staff which could relieve the pressure on our neighborhood street parking.  However, since UCB charges for parking, many will still try to find free parking in the surrounding streets.

        The liability is that we will have 1,000 more cars going to and from the new garage daily.  College Avenue, the Belrose-Derby-Warring corridor and Ashby Avenue are already gridlocked during the morning and evening rush hours.  This will make matters worse.  CENA will review the issues, both good and bad after the garage opens.  Look for more information in the fall. 
Article 4:  Q & A on UC Expansion Court Challenge

        UC Berkeley has proposed vast construction projects which will bring major new development to the southeast portion of  Campus.    The CENA neighborhood, as well as  Panoramic  Hill  and Dwight-Hillside neighborhoods are ill suited to accommodate commercial projects of this nature.

Several lawsuits are in progress in an effort to alter UCB’s plans. Following are Q & A about the suits:

What is the status of the lawsuits now?

Answer:        In January, a preliminary injunction barred the University from moving forward with the projects until the cases can be heard in court. The judge stated that the suits have shown a sufficiently strong likelihood of success to justify the injunction.  The University is currently producing the back- ground paperwork.  The lawsuits will be heard during the summer.

Are the lawsuits trying to stop the University from doing ANY expansion? 

Answer:  No.  The purpose of the lawsuits is to get the University to do its planning in a way that reduces impacts from the expansion and follow the laws of the State of California.                              
What are the laws that the suits are based on?
Answer:  First, the California Environmental Quality Act, known as CEQA. This law requires that planning for a project adequately study and take into consideration negative impacts from a project, such as increased traffic, noise, impacts on businesses, impacts on historic resources, impacts on city services, impacts on plants and animals, construction impacts, and changes in how and when existing facilities are used. 
Second, the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act.  This law was passed in the 1970’s to prevent      irresponsible construction on top of active earthquake faults because it increases the burden on taxpayers and insurance companies after an earthquake and weakens our economy.
How many lawsuits are there?

Answer:  There are four lawsuits filed by the City of Berkeley, the Panoramic Hill Association, the California Oak Foundation and the Save the Tightwad Hill group. The first three suits have been “consolidated” and are being heard together at the same time, but the three petitioners will continue to represent their individual claims.

How does the oak grove fit into this?

Answer:  The lawsuits are based on a long list of issues of which the oaks is only a single part.  The proposed cutting of 38 Coast Live Oaks is just one of the many impacts from the expansion plans which was not studied by the University.  The oaks can be protected by law in Berkeley.                                    By Mike Kelly

Article 5:  Letters to the Editor

 To the Editor:    Almost ten years ago, in July of 1997, the City and the University entered into an agreement, entitled Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), which was written in response to citizen concerns over the drastic expansion of Harmon Gym, Cal’s basketball venue known as Haas Pavilion.  A lengthy segment of the MOU dealt with traffic, circulation and parking.  From CENA’s perspective, the following steps to reduce traffic impacts appeared promising:

· New signage on Hwy. 24 directing traffic on major corridors (not the neighborhoods).

· Removal of Tunnel/Ashby from the State Highway system.
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· New origination and destination studies and traffic counts.

· Reducing traffic on Tunnel Road and the Belrose-Derby-Warring corridor.

· Reconverting one-way streets in the south Campus to two-way traffic.

        It is unclear whether the first two items were ever carried out.  What is clear is that the origination and destination studies and traffic counts were never conducted. Instead, the parties opted to contract with the the firm of Nelson/Nygaard which, supplied with old traffic data, produced a sleek booklet, a Transportation Demand Management Study advocating mixed use housing on and near transit corridors and other tired and familiar means to reduce automobile use.

         Ten years after the signing of the MOU, traffic relief for CENA’s heavily traveled roads has not occurred.

To the contrary, the fall reopening of the Underhill parking facility plus the University’s 

plan for a new 1,200 car garage next to Memorial Stadium guarantees a continuance of the steady stream of cars past the homes of many of our CENA neighbors.  Sincerely, Doris E. Willingham  

 Article 6:              Your Tax Rate - City of Berkeley Budget – 2007 to 2009



The City Council will determine your tax rate for the next 2 years.  The City Manager says that a special tax increase for sewer repairs and public safety will probably be placed on the November 2008 ballot.  The City Council may also raise fees on your property taxes.  No public vote is required on this, same as last time.  The City budget is a very complicated document, but the citizens of Berkeley deserve to be told where their money is being spent.  Please take the time to get involved in the process.  The City Council will adopt the new two year budget on June 26, 2007.  Here are some statistics:


Population of Berkeley:105,385



People with no high school diploma: 
8%


Average household size: 2.16 persons


People with no college degree:     
24%


Average family size: 2.80 persons



People with associate degree:         
4%


Median household income:  $44,485.                                     People with bachelor or




(Includes students with no income)



  professional degree:


64%



The city budget is currently $278 million; there is pressure to spend more money.  Berkeley continues to be the highest taxed city for its size in California; over twice as much.  Berkeley continues to have the highest ratio of city employees to residents than all other cities around us, which is a 1 to 60 ratio.  This remains despite the fact that the city has eliminated 149 full time positions from the budget calculations.   Dates to mark on your calendar:

May 8:    Workshop before the City Council to present the budget.
5:00 PM
City Council Chambers

May 9:    City budget book available from the Finance Department: $25.00 per copy

May 22:  Public Hearing #1:





7:00 PM
City Council Chambers

June 19:  Public Hearing #2:





7:00 PM
City Council Chambers

June 26:  City Council to adopt budget and adopt tax rates

7:00 PM   
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